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Seven foreign ministers of the Group of 8 convened in the southern Mexican city of Oaxaca on June
25-26 to discuss issues of mutual concern, such as efforts toward regional economic integration and
the foreign debt. Panama's participation in the Group of 8 was suspended four months ago when
its National Assembly voted to oust then-President Eric Arturo Delvalle who had attempted to
remove Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega as commander in chief of the Panamanian Defense Forces.
Panamanian Foreign Minister Jorge Ritter was excluded from the Oaxaca encounter. On June
27, the foreign ministers reconvened in Mexico City for discussions devoted to Central America
and Panama. Ritter attended these meetings in order to present a report summarizing existing
conditions in Panama. The Group of 8 was created as a forum to discuss regional economic and
political issues in an effort to coordinate cooperation, and in some cases, to formulate joint policies.
Member nations comprise the Contadora Group (Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela)
and Contadora's Support Group (Peru, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay), both established to offer
mediation services in the Central American conflict. Statements by Latin American officials prior
to and after the Group of 8 meetings in Mexico indicate that the seven governments disagree on
whether, and under what circumstances, Panama should be readmitted into the forum. A summary
of pertinent statements appears below. June 20: After stating that Panama would be excluded
from the Oaxaca meetings, a Mexican foreign ministry official who requested anonymity told the
Agence France-Presse that a consensus among Group of 8 members exists regarding the external
factors "provoking the Panamanian crisis." However, said the official, disagreements among the
member-nations continue on the nature and causes of "domestic factors." The source stated that
the Mexican government supports the readmission of Panama into the Group of 8, but that other
governments are opposed. He refused to name these countries. June 23: During an official visit in
Caracas, Venezuela, Argentine Foreign Minister Dante Caputo said that the Panamanian situation
ranks as one of the four most important problems facing Latin America at the present time. In an
apparent aside to the question of lifting the suspension of Panama's participation in the Group of 8,
Caputo said, "We do not believe that we can ignore certain questions which concern us. It makes no
sense to support a mechanism that avoids reality." The minister asserted that Argentine diplomacy
seeks to confront problems in the region, rather than merely gloss them over in the interest of some
obscure greater good. Panamanian Foreign Minister Ritter told reporters in Panama City that his
seven counterparts in the Group of 8 could decide to readmit Panama since the "circumstances
which led to its expulsion have ended...Four months ago, the situation was confused, but today
it is clear." June 27: In response to reporters' questions at a press conference in Mexico City on
the Group's decision regarding Panama, Mexican Foreign Minister Bernardo Sepulveda said only
that his Panamanian counterpart had presented a report to the Group. Speaking on behalf of the
Group's seven ministers, Sepulveda said that Ritter's report and the Panamanian situation "had not
yet been evaluated." An unnamed Mexican source told AP that Ritter's participation in the press
conference was discussed at the meetings in Mexico City, but that some members of the group
objected. Argentine Foreign Minister Caputo said there would be no statements on the matter of
Panama, a comment reiterated by other ministers. (Basic data from AFP, 06/20/88, 06/23/88; AP,
06/23/88, 06/27/88)
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